Special Needs
“Equal Rights Equal Play”  
Leathers and Associates believes in providing play opportunities for all children.  They promote shoulder-to shoulder play for children of all abilities.  Each community has different needs.  Leathers’ custom designs and adaptable construction systems render them uniquely able to design playgrounds that can incorporate a very broad range of accessibility needs and objectives.  They have designed playgrounds for the wheelchair-bound, deaf, blind, and profoundly disabled children as well as a playground at a senior facility that incorporates play areas for both young and old.
This committee is responsible for collecting feedback before Design Day about special needs and accessibility issues the designer should address.  Special education professionals, parents of children with special needs, therapists, and others who specialize in the needs of individuals with disabilities should be encouraged to participate.

· Find out what types of disabilities affect children who will be using the playground.  Remember that not all children with disabilities are wheel-chair bound.  Children are affected by a variety of disabilities that impact the way they play, including visual, hearing, developmental, emotional, and social impairments.

· Specific accessible items that will be incorporated in the design are:  ground-level and elevated components, ramps and transfer systems that allow access by children using wheelchairs, multi-sensory play opportunities, and appropriate safety surfacing.

· After receiving the playground schematic design (within 2 weeks of Design Day), you should review that design with the Leathers’ playground designer or project manager.  Modifications or additional suggestions resulting from this review will be incorporated into the construction drawings.  

· After construction is complete, consideration will need to be given to any additional work that may be needed in order to make the playground truly accessible.  Handicap parking?  Accessible walkway connecting the parking area to the site?
Leathers and Associates will do everything they can to incorporate ideas for special needs keeping the safety of all children in mind.

2 Chairpersons Needed:  These persons will gather input on the community’s accessibility needs in addition to their own experience and be responsible for collaboration with the designer.
