Children’s Committee
Community members involved in this area will work to keep the purpose of the playground (children) center stage by involving children in the project from start to finish.  Members of this committee will coordinate projects designed to involve children in all areas of the process.  For example, children can begin helping with public relations and fundraising very early in the process.  Later, as construction nears, they can assist in other areas such as collecting materials and food.

Examples of Children’s Projects:

· Essays, stories, and poems:  Before Design Day, encourage children to think about the project and begin getting their ideas down on paper.

· Songs:  Before Design Day, prepare children to write songs about their new playground or make up words to sing with familiar melodies (e.g. We’ve Been Workin’ on the Playground) to be performed at the evening celebration on Design Day.

· Drawing:  Before Design Day, have all children draw pictures of how they want their new structure to look.  Display them throughout the school and community to help publicize the event.

· Name the playground contest.

· Logo selection:  Hold a contest to select the logo the playground committee will use on items such as t-shirts, buttons, and stationery.  Parts of more than one drawing may be incorporated into the final logo.
· Presentations:  Use children’s natural sales ability by bringing them to presentations to potential playground supporters.

· Thank-you notes and posters.

· Thermometer:  Create a fundraising thermometer to be placed at the site or some other highly visible location.

· Time capsule.

· AND MORE . . Leathers and Assoc. provides many examples with instructions!  You don’t have to invent the wheel . . there will be LOTS of help!!

Time Commitment:  The children’s committee should meet regularly at a time convenient for everyone – typically for ½-1 hour after school every 2 weeks.
2 Chairpersons Needed.  
One of the chairpersons will ideally be an elementary school teacher and one a non-teaching parent.  Both will serves as liaisons between the steering committee and all of the children in the community.  
The chairperson who is a teacher works with the school(s) and helps teachers and classrooms get involved with the project.  If more than one school participates, the chairperson should identify an adult contact at each school.

